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A Nepalese Monk in America

Whenever I arrive in this beautiful capital
city of New England, Boston, I always have
endless stories to share. However, the most
interesting and what impressed me was just a few
things that happened recently at South Station.
There was a man dressed like a gentleman with
plain black waistcoat and a black bow tie. I have
no doubt- obviously he is a good man. He came
to say hello to me as soon as [ got out of my friend’s
car. He spoke to politely that I immediately trusted
him (Even though I Had no idea who was he !).
He seemed in a hurry to catch a train. Finally, he
ended up asking for money from me. My friend
and I just looked at each others’ face with puzzled.

Two days ago, I came out of the subway at
South Station while I was heading to the restroom.
I saw a man probably in his sixties sitting right
next to the door outside of the building. I felt to
much pity for him because it was freezing cold
(temperature could be below 5 degree celsius). I
saw him holding a placard; it says, “I Need Food.”
Immediately, I picked out a banana from my
backpack and went to give him. He said, “I can’t
eat a banana.” He refused to take it and he showed
me that he had an orange in his pocket.

A moment later, while [ was waiting for my
friend to pick me up from the station, one guy with
a backpack came to greet me. He began to recite
his life story and said that he had been sleeping on
the street for two nights already, and now his sister
allowed him to stay with her for a while in
somewhere around western mass. But he was in
need of 10 more bucks to make his journey to his
destination. I told him that I don’t have 10 dollar
bills. He said, “You can change it at coffee shop.”
I could see him shivering a bit because of the cold
weather and I didn’t want to see him standing out
there any longer (cause of suffering). I wanted to
help him, and I happended to find some dollar bills
and coins left over in my backpack. So immediately
I handed him $10. He just said, “Thank you man.”
Then, he disappeared right away.

— 1% @

by Ven. Sumanakitti
Shree Kirti Vihar, Kirtipur

Another day (Mar 12) at the South Station,
a man came to approach me while I was heading
to the subway. Initially I didn’t look at him but he
came to stand right in front of me and he said,
“Do you speak English?”

I said, “A Little.”

“Can you help me ?” he asked me.

“Sure, how can I help you ?” I said.

He showed me twenty bucks in his hand and
said, “Look, T have $20 but I need to go to Vermont,
so I need another extra $11 to buy a ticket. Can
you help me please ?”

“How much does it cost for a ticket ?”
I asked him.

“It cost $31 dollars.” he said.

It seems he desperately needs money and
I told him, “I don’thave $11 dollars cash right now
but if you really want, I can buy you a ticket.
Follow me; [ will take you to the ticket counter.”
After a few steps, he said, “I don’t feel comfortable
man ...” He disappeared straight away !

A sweeper, a lady from Guatemala who was
watching us from the beginning asked me if I gave
him any money. I said no and she told me to not
give a penny to people around here. Furthermore,
she said, “I’m poor but work for a living. They are
lazy and want quick money.” These words were
roaming in my mind on the way back home. What
a story ! Whatsoever, I used to call them beautiful
beggars.

However, wandering from one place to
another and compassionate actions along the way
you go, bring us happiness. Thus, the Tathagata,
the Buddha addressed the bhikkhus: “Caratha
Bhikkhave Carikam Bahujana Hitaya Bahujana
Sukhaya ...” which means, “Go forth, Oh (young)
monks, for the benefit of many, for the happiness
of many, out of compassion for the world, preach
them the Dhamma, which is beautiful in the
beginning, beautiful in the middle, and beautiful
in the end.”
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