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The Mouse Merchant
( Diligence and Gratitude )

Once upon a time, an important
adviser to a certain king was on his
way to a meeting with the king and
other advisers. Out of the corner of
his eye, he saw a dead Mouse by the
roadside. He said to those who were
with him, "Even from such small
beginnings as this dead mouse, an
energetic young fellow could build a
fortune. If he worked hard and used
his intelligence, he could start a
business and support a wife and
family."

A passer-by heard the remark.
He knew this was a famous adviser
to the king, so he decided to follow
his words. He picked up the dead
mouse by the tail and he had gone
even a block, a shopkeeper stopped
him. He said, "My cat has been
pestering me all morning. I'll give you
two copper coins for that mouse." So
it was done.

With the two copper coins, he
bought sweet cakes and waited by
the side the road with them and some
water. As he expected, some people

who picked flowers for making
garlands were returning from work. Since
they were all hungry and thirsty, they agreed
to buy sweet cakes and water for the price
of a bunch of flowers from each of them. In
the evening, the man sold the flowers in the
city. With some of the money he bought
more sweet cakes and returned the next day
to sell to the flower pickers.

This went on for a while, until one day
there was a terrible storm, with heavy rains
and high winds. While walking by the king's

— ¥ @

pleasure garden, he saw that many branches
had been blown off the trees and were lying
all around. So he offered to the king's
gardener that he would clear it all away for
him, if he could keep the branches. The lazy
gardener quickly agreed.

The man found some children playing
in a park across the street. They were glad
to collcet all the branches and brush at the
entrance to the pleasure garden, for the
price of just one sweet cake for each child.
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Along came the king's potter, who was
always on the lookout for firewood for his
glazing oven. when he saw the piles of wood
the children had just collected, he paid the
man a handsome price for it. He even threw
into the bargain some of his pots.

With his profits from selling the flowers
and the firewood. the man opened up a
refreshment shop. One day all the local
grass mowers, who were on their way into
town, stopped in his shop. He gave them
free sweet cakes and drinks. They were
surprised at his generosity and asked, "what
can we do for you ?" He said there was
nothing for them to do now, but he would let
them know in the future.

A week later, he heard that a horse
dealer was coming to the city with 500 horses
to sell. So he got in touch with the grass
mowers and told each of them to give him a
bundle of grass. He told them not to sell any
grass to the horse dealer until he had sold
his. In this way he got a very good price.

Time passed until one day, in his
refreshment shop, some customers told him
that a new ship from a foreign country had
just anchored in the port. He saw this to be
the opportunity he had been waiting for. He
thought and thought until he came up with
a good business plan.

First, he went to a jeweler friend of his
and paid a low price for a very valuable gold
ring, with a beautiful red ruby in it. He knew
that the foreign ship was from a country that
had no rubies of its own, where gold too was
expensive. So he gave the wonderful ring
to the captain of the ship as an advance on
his commission. To earn this commission,
the captain agreed to send all his passengers
to him as a broker. He would then lead them
to the best shops in the city. In turn, the man
got the merchants to pay him a commission
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for sending customers to them.

Acting as a middle man in this way,
after several ships came into port, the man
became very rich. Being pleased with his
success, he also remembered that it had all
started with the words of the king's wise
adviser. So he decided to give him a gift of
100,000 gold coins. This was half his entire
wealth. After making the proper arrange-
ments, he met with the king's adviser and
gave him the gift, along with his humble
thanks.

The adviser was amazed, and he
asked,"How did you earn so much wealth
to afford such a generous gift?" The man
told him it had all started with the adviser's
own words not so long ago. They had led
him to a dead mouse, a hungry cat, sweet
cakes, bunches of flowers, storm damaged
tree branches, children in the park, the king's
potter, a refreshment shop, grass for 500
horses, a golden ruby ring, good business
contacts, and finally a large fortune.

Hearing all this, the royal adviser
thought to himself, " It would not be good to
lose the talents of such an energetic man. |
too have much wealth, as well as my
beloved only daughter. As this man is single,
he deserves to marry her. Then he can
inherit my wealth in addition to his own, and
my daughter will be well cared for."

This all came to pass, and after the
wise adviser died, the one wno had followed
his advice became the richest man in the
city. The king appointed him to the adviser's
position. Throughout his remaining life, he
generously gave his money for the happiness
and well being of many peple.

THE MORAL IS: With energy and ability,
great wealth comes even from small
beginnings. <

(Source- ‘Buddhist Tales for Young and Old’ Vol-1, Stories 1-50
Prince Goodspeaker)
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FYETH T (HIH FATSH T HRIT T FHETT T&
fefers F@R I T T 41 A@R qEHl QU
ATRAT TH g4 ARIACAT GHIAT T TTH
ferair | Tt HTaw =E” ITaT 8T ATTHT TEAT
T JUTEE AT AHATA [TAbR FHAR! ¥ AT
FIT HeaR AAEEH THE HGT [HE Feers
Fia =aY T ge AT | T aied &0
T AT ISR [ATEw AL TREFR ((qepedrg
HATAYIF TS THRH TE(e®) Hgd el qedrs
T Y& AT |

JeqAT HIAT AT Irar qAT AT
TG &fgq =aT (7 FEicqd AT
gtafaer  wemfaa ot oumHerar FeaEerRd
fger Fawr wiearaa gufeafa qoar aufara
ge Hqedr e A wiearaww Far srsAr
g I AGFUTTs @ A quErd g
T g wgT faeg quor ¥ wrgw e dreers
Afafqer dhare T R WY HardEss
TERATS wAFAT AT ITH TR fagr | @Ty
HIT HEX IATE®, A YRSHR STAEEATS
qqr  AUTATHHRT AGTHAT T HIA a7 &+
HErcgd 9 ®99T %A 99 g9 A9 g9
Gfauy qoERATEETT HA TH AFU AT
JUTA® JUMAREEATS g7FaTe FTIT qThT
fodt | dfg |91 9% g U9 HAF =ER &
THA WH AR g [9eR ATHEAT ToIT @A FH
qAET # AT SITAB] AJcacbl ST areirel
STHTAT ST I T (9247 | TF qig Tre
JATEE AT AT SIATAA T AT (42T |
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. Book Launching

“THE LI

L

(Written by : Prakash PBajracharya)

Guest : E, &, Ambassador W, M. Stnevirathna, Sei Lan]
Date: 2nd January 2016, Saturday (18th Poush. 2072)
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g Progra

OF TATHAGAT/

q&qe fHreT THge e FTTfres, faeoft et avmad sfiersTer egafd

0GR GIT 95 T IIHEIT | - HFIS [F8T, gFiger

gofed faerelt avaadier Farafa@EHr Jqraen
AT feFTHT TSGR GHE ATqeHr &g fage
TR FASTATERT faf@d “The life of Tathagat” T&=Te
farr=r ifvusr g |

g=v fafg AR FeATad TR IH
FAFHAAT 8] AAUOF HeTediaRel q==eiie qreer
TRTSH UHT AT | AT Rl @RI Heaed 2k T
AU FEAR AR (&Il @b TehTeT asi=md
T qEIHHT Feiiad [qaRuees oot |t faeeror 19
EReaREEIN

fger sraqfeies, Paeroft gvaadt v sfiasa
ISEdare AHfed EqT fqHIf=d 339 I EH Ih
AFHT FIAT AGH] ST HIeAD] ¥4 TaT TUATHED
T TEAT 9 92T TUETHH! [FaRuE® ol ITUHT
B

gHE Afars fided ASTgd AMAS [EABERT
AGF FHTYT TATATART qE (=17 TAT=ad A

Ik AU I<h HAGHHAT (e AT Hereafaze
wiaTe fargs e ear-

“q9 9% ‘The life of Tathagat’ @Ts IT=ITH
q¢ ST A Tgd AR ARRATIES AT T+ GebAT
A ggaTs AU fore Afeheag |

G dq1g AATT TSR Arad AT=AqRT
JATIRA gIaTe AIT T4 AUATg [HE0T gwar
TSl THATI(THT ATITHEE A=A SAh T e ATAT8
faraapr foalt |
FEHATH (oA @39 JIER YA TAACH fol o
ATAFTHT TSTEAA T FATATE STER FATST TIhl
ferar |

TGN T UTAEF THEOATS AT GAA TAEA
TATE®dTs i FERATH (AT dfed & 91 ITeR
IR U o |

EAHH TFIEFFT HEAL AR T ST AT
e &3 |
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