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(Source: “Lumbini’ Vol. 18, B.E. 2559, May 2015)

(This is one of the prize winning articles (first) from Essy Competition held in Nepal organized by
Lumbini Nepalese Buddha Dharma Society (UK) in collabaration with Buddhist Youth Group,
Kathmandu, in 2014. Such Essay Competition has been held since 2007 at a small step taken by us to
encorage among the youth and to promote The Buddha's teaching in Nepal LNBDS would like to express
our gratitude to all our well wishers in making such noble task successful. - Editor)

® v —

— Umm, g@[ UL I gﬁf{: aﬁ—ii; F-10

Downloaded from http://www.dhamma.digital



T =a=a=aai—=1

golidifesids 3re=ATA AUT:

#y qivar e

fawfaa 39 AT a1 | »
G & | =AY S 39
7 e wft wd g @y |
o & HUAT g | Tl g AT Al
BT LA A | AT S @
= A = | 4 dibed A

guTerefed afear == ufaq
S T g | gRAAT = F
e =T ATHT AT AAT
fAfeaar g areTe STar=a |
arft & g g A A |qere:
F g | fheAr 9 grar g
g USH o S WA @ wEl dadd G
HE e & 7 g | HgHE @@= BT 9 =y
3% e 7@ & Siraaarad iy 7 g | ax e
et T AT FATERAT FRG a7 A ST Foe
JET=AN T | @ A farad aidard g4
FE AL @I AqF 9T5 | qArF= aielre ara:
ATAT: @ A aTg | AT AERI Fe(er AT
H H<h S T8 | AT At grar aidare g4
FH AT @9 A 7G|, F 7 (HAn aenE
TFa FAT AT ARHT @ Al A |

g IV FRTARAT B T HR b
@: | g g7 AT Ny d9WTd 98 Al
@Al FIAT @F TN @ FANGSATT § | T
IFYd @ - AN Aqhd WIS ITed AT a1
ASEHT | FATA AqEKA a9 qId S(gAT AT
HSTSHT | AT A{ehel deleh YTl SSAT AT HSZHT
I AN @ Hh S8 A9 |

AN AR HIST UTed STZHT a1 A2 T
YD AT YT S[SAT a1 HS[HT | b Hah
YT S[EHT AT HSZAT I8 el o= Heh 93 |

—qc e

q AT qATT A EA

CIHI I IS
qred "SI, ATFATE
ek I Al & b
qred AT HEAT I
AN @ Heh o3 | I5Y
T TG A A AN
A T AR AT FT:
T AA=AAT | TR A
AN T FIAT
Tl &= @Al Ag |
QAT AT = B AT
TTHE | AN 7 Fa: @@= gF: 7F: A1 99 A
HI 1Y gepT. AlqS T3 | @I FRI 9% G A1
HRY ATH | o @NT Sl T Fqepr=and |
I FIAT FRY ATCHEATTF ATE | an SdF
N7 AT 1T ATATF B, WA AIE dhb
U ATE | Tl (ol T@g | gieRar B @i
f=TeT S | o e @ @A aEEasE A
T HE ATS |

@9 F B FAAT T € @: | AN AT
SEHT AT HARR] oY BAR @9 o 39 & 3 |
= FAP AN FREd TP @ 3 AG |
AN B afafaiid 9F 3@ g | g #Y
AN T & =99 73 & S U gw e
AR a9 JAd B el qod I3 S(ad
qTEAT=AAT | AT AT a9 BAT TAA AT o AT
faeT =TT STk 5 | Hepid el F: AR S
I TYAT, ATSH SEd g4 TAAT g T
A | TR I Togl Wk AIE w@d Heh (A |
9% ATRTET ATIE A @ HEAT aAN 9g

> >

TINTT qg @4 [Wellid ghaar @ wATesan

Hmm g@[ MU’ 1 g’O'Lﬁ': Erlf-33,- -0 —

Downloaded from http://www.dhamma.digital



The Dharmakirti A Buddhist Monthly —

g AU HEEHAIGTT AT FAATLIAT
FeAaw T g9 gattesar g, “fefd | wafn e
gt wrea grofiitier fSifd et serare weft ofg &4
et 573, & @ 7 (9T 2% AR ST i
513 | Ip9AT =g AN SAT=ad | g9 To
S A o A A $] A, 6 AT
AGN SAT=AA | I gfFATT @ @ gl
GTIHT: T A=A | @I &1 T eATh T Aol
faa = HAH | THAT TAZTF, ASF ==
faq & @< #9® | 3fF A= A TEA A9
AT FEE AT A G |

I @A BRI F: F: [ AT Frar=a=
A | o WY AT gAread HidE | A o
i HII &Y, 976, T7d, TATIATT A=A
AR | gFS O 7 {99 g9 | A
A G5 | 3@ & @: Tl AN g ATaeara
31

9% 98 RTemra 9gd ®Er @ 997
SEAY 93 B @A FAAT @ | gk FATd
AT /G AT @ ATehe AT | (A aT ad
d® TR g3 AT ATCHITT AT 6T |
gfh AT AH FE ATCHELATE HHFAT T8 |
AN ST GHE TG ATSHG | %

GTHT7- ‘G=AT 215+ R0YR ATH R0 T, e

ErenEiicicd
T THT ATETRT THA TATUIUT

F3T [aIegqrEd qE FAARTAT
TwhT ST HEdHl gHTAT (qIeIAT AT
AT AT FATAGAT TSI 59 THR
SEET $.F. R09% AL ¥ 1 fa Teraa
ESAT | JETehl JeTadTT WUHT TN fawehr
QU TR g THEA Ueh 9T TR
ATATSTAT T e HAGTooTeAT TRTehl THTATR
I U G | faaiTa Tedieh! qawid ¥ fHamr
FTHAT TS Sh FTAHHAT Q0 f7ee e
ST ATaAT Ui TRTRT T93T |

TG AT g (ARRET IUAHT I
AT AT TETadTH 9T T fqarTTgr srfan
hrgehl (afbcds g%l AT@T &7 TRl g
AR & | |1 A el A@r AT T3er
3¥ afar TREET oXH Higarars dhd
JATI0T TR 3T AR ATTHT G | T I
SUARIAAT gRT HA® FFHTAT FSATT(AHT
Fgfa ¥ At #wEAr 9f9 S 9HEd

TRUET JAER S |

~

4 qg avardl F TAFRIEE -

* 78] o=yl IuRT uTfEeRT Hifed WUl 5 |

* 78] ATT=aehl GoeTel TTew (el g qTuehl foge |

* g AT FEeT qfeet faerft g ggeht T oA gt e fae |

*  TFHT ATHT FETATATEAT AT Frar geirafe Mo are fadr fag |

K FEATART TAHY - Frerawqet Ty, g faagel | faanereetT | e - AeieRy |9t qEEdT | EEE
DU T TSR | il HETHTTEAT | BT ¢ TREHR | @RI ¢ TRIEART | ATS(TER [ 3998 |

\_ (Ww-a?aa#wy

gHeRIfd afeRT, au-33, 9.8, uuR e gfvg, srg-<, smaot gt fvelt g
“Book Launching Programme” fii&®l a@@RAT Seoi@ TRUEHT afea<al
T sisTRT TSgd EIOHT SFIAT g &R JEATg qeaTela®l © |

— Umm, g@[ UL QT'{{I?&'; Eﬂf—ii,- F-10

Downloaded from http://www.dhamma.digital

® % —



T A =a=aail=a

The Price Maker

( Foolishness )
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Long ago and far away, their was a king
who ruled in Benares, in northern India. One
of his ministers was called the Royal price
Mader, and he was a very honest man, His
job was to set a fair price for anything the king
wanted to buy or sell.

On some occasions, the king did not like
his price making. He did not get as big a Profit
as he wanted. He did not want to pay so much
when he bought, or sell for what he thought
was not enough. So he decided to change
the price maker.

One day he saw a nice looking young
man and he thought, "This fellow will be good

for my price making position. "So he dismissed
his former honest price maker, and appointed
this man to be the new one. The man thought,
" | must make the king happy by buying at very
low prices and selling at very high prices."So
he made the prices ridiculous, without caring
at all what anything was worth. This gained
the greedy king a lot of money, and made him
very happy. Meanwhile, all the others who
dealt with the new price maker, including the
king's other ministers and ordinary people,
became very unhappy.

Then one day a house merchant arrived
in Benares with 500 horses to sell. There were
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stallions, mares and colts. The king invited the
merchant to the palace, and called upon his
Royal Price Maker to set a price for all 500
horses. Thinking only of pleasing the king, he
said, "The entire herd of horses is worth one
cup of rice. "So the king ordered that one cup
of rice be paid to the horse dealer, and all the
horses were taken to the royal stables.

Of course the merchant was very upset,
but he could do nothing at the moment. Later
he heard about the former price maker, who
had a reputation for being very fair and honest.
So he approached him and told him what had
happened. He wanted to hear his opinion, in
order to get a proper price from the king. The
former price maker said, "If you do as | say,
the king will be convinced of the true value of
the horses, Go back to the price maker and
satisfy him with a valuable gift. Ask him to tell
the value of one cup of rice, in the presence
of the king. If he agrees, come and tell me. |
will go with you to the king."

Following this advice, the merchant went
to the price maker and gave him a valuable
gift. The gift made him very happy, so that he
saw the value of pleasing the horse dealer.
Then the merchant said to him,"l was very
happy with your previous evaluation. Can you
please convince the king of the value of one
cup of rice ?" The Foolish price maker said, "
Why not ? | will explain the worth of one cup
of rice, even in the presence of the king."

So the price maker thought the horse
dealer was satisfied with his cup of rice. He
arranged for another meeting with the king,
as The king, as the merchant was departing
for his own country. The merchant reported
back to the old price maker, and they went
together to see the king.

All the king's ministers and his full court
were in the royal meeting hall. The horse
merchant said to the king, "My lord, | understand

— Umm, g_\q UL QT'{{I?&'; Eﬂf—ii,- F-10

that in this your country, my whole herd of 500
horses is worth one cup of rice. Before | leave
for home, | want to know the value of one cup
of rice in your country." The king turned to hid
loyal price maker and said, "what is the value
of one cup of rice?"

The foolish price maker, in order to
please the king, had previously priced the herd
of horses at one cup of rice. Now, after
receiving a bribe from th horse dealer, he
wanted to please him too, So he replied to the
king, in his most dignified manner, "your
worship, one cup of rice is worth the city of
Benares, including even your own harem, as
well as all the suburbs of the city. In other
words, it is worth the whole kingdom of
Benares.!"

On hearing this, the royal ministers and
wise men in the assembly hall started to roar
with lauhghter, slapping their sides with their
hands. When they calmed down a little, they
said, "Earlier we heard that the kingdom was
priceless. Now we hear that all Benares, with
its palaces and mansions, is worth only a cup
of rice! The decision of the Royal price Maker
is so strange! Where did your highness find
such a man? He is good only for pleasing a
king such as you, not for making fair prices
for a merchant who sells his horses from
country to country."

Hearing the laughter of his whole court,
and the words of his minsters and advisers,
the king was ashamed. So he brought back
his former price maker to his official position.
He agreed to a new fair price for the herd of
horses, as set by the honest price maker.
Having learned a lesson, the king and his
kingdom lived justly and prospered.

The moral is: A fool in high office can bring
shame even to a king. «

(Source- ‘Buddhist Tales for Young and Old’ Vol-1, Stories 1-50
Prince Goodspeaker)
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